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 MEDIA COVERAGE & INTERVIEWS 

• Vaughan, J. (2022, May 26). Downtown Hopewell Business Pitch Competition Open to the Public. 
Virginia’s Gateway Region. Retrieved September 7, 2022, from 
https://www.gatewayregion.com/downtown-commercial-hubs/ 

• King, B. (2022, February 11). Hopewell offering grant money to future business owners. WTVR website. 
Retrieved September 7, 2022, from https://www.wtvr.com/news/local-news/homegrown-hopewell-
business-grants 

• Higgins, K. T. K. P. I. (2022, January 13). Hopewell seeks entrepreneurs and creatives: Business pitch 
competition, win $30,000 award. The Progress-Index. Retrieved September 7, 2022, from 
https://eu.progress-index.com/story/business/2022/01/10/hopewell-seeks-entrepreneurs-homegrown-for-
hopewell-business-pitch-competition-win-thirty-thousand/9161335002/ 

• Business Announcements compiled by Anne Dalton. (2021, November 24). VSU receives economic 
development grant. Chesterfield Observer. Retrieved September 7, 2022, from 
https://www.chesterfieldobserver.com/articles/vsu-receives-economic-development-grant/ 

• Rath, Z. T. C. P. I. (2021, August 9). Petersburg student wins third in VSU “CEO to BE” competition. The 
Progress-Index. Retrieved September 7, 2022, from https://eu.progress-
index.com/story/news/education/2021/08/05/petersburg-high-school-sophomore-who-took-third-in-a-vsu-
ceo-to-be-competition/5497127001/ 

• Reports, S. (2021, July 20). Northam announces more than $11M in GO Virginia grants. Smithfield Times. 
Retrieved September 7, 2022, from https://www.smithfieldtimes.com/2021/07/20/northam-announces-
more-than-11m-in-go-virginia-grants/ 

• VSU to create program for minority entrepreneurs to launch businesses. (2021, July 8). Richmond Free 
Press | Serving the African American Community in Richmond, VA. Retrieved September 7, 2022, from 
https://richmondfreepress.com/news/2021/jul/08/vsu-create-program-minority-entrepreneurs-launch-b/ 

• Northam announces over $11.1 million in GO Virginia grants. (2021, June 24). Kingsport Times-News. 
Retrieved September 7, 2022, from https://www.timesnews.net/news/state/northam-announces-over-11-1-
million-in-go-virginia-grants/article_2ebe6c38-d501-11eb-be9d-6380f6dcb815.html 

• Llovio, Louis. 2016, May 1. Richmond was, and remains, a place for African-American entrepreneurs. 
Richmond Times Dispatch. Retrieved from http://www.richmond.com/entertainment/museums/black-
history-museum/article_82fbbc70-d7c1-5bb1-acb7-e4d143535434.html 

• Trihias, Alex. 2015, September 23. VSU launches entrepreneurship center. Progress Index. Petersburg, 
VA. Retrieved from http://www.progress-index.com/article/20150923/NEWS/150929883 

• Shilling, Andrew. 2013, October 30. New center at St. Francis fuels entrepreneurial spirit. Brooklyn 
Downtown Star. New York, NY. Retrieved from 
http://www.brooklyndowntownstar.com/view/full_story/23949473/article-New-center-at-St--Francis-fuels-
entrepreneurial-spirit 

 
ACADEMIC AWARDS, HONORS & CERTIFICATIONS 
• Community Transformer Award, “Finance Transformer.” Richmond Region Community Transformers 

Foundation. Received an award for helping to transform the lives of residents in the area of finance for the 
launch of the Minority Small Business Launch Center. https://www.cmtytransfoundation.org/event-
details/community-transformers-foundation-awards-ceremony 

• Doctoral Consortium Student Scholar, United States Association of Small Business Educators 
(USASBE). Selected as one of 17 doctoral students from a pool of national and international applicants as a 
“promising entrepreneurship scholar.” Received a scholarship to participate in an intensive scholarly 
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training seminar at USASBE’s annual conference of entrepreneurship educators from higher education 
institutions around the world. New Orleans, LA (Spring 2012). 

• Scholarship Recipient, Syracuse University, Whitman School of Management, Social Entrepreneurship 
Seminar (June 2011). 

• Dean’s Summer Research Grant Award Recipient, Rutgers Business School (June-August 2011). 
• Doctoral Fellowship, Rutgers Business School (2010-2011 and 2011-2012). 
• Recommendation letter from President John T. Casteen, University of Virginia for Ph.D. in 

Management Program at Rutgers University (2010). 
• Member, Ph.D. Project. Selected to join an elite group of minority Ph.D. students at an annual recruitment 

conference sponsored by Fortune 500 firms and top universities committed to increasing AACSB-
accredited business schools’ faculty diversity with qualified minority candidates. Chicago, IL (2009). 

• First Recipient, Gregory Raven Batipp’s Literary Award, Office of African-American Affairs, 
University of Virginia (1994).  

• Dean's List, University of Virginia (1993). 
 
 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL HONORS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
• Circle of Excellence Million Dollar Circle Award Winner, Greater Hampton Roads Realtor Association 

(2005, 2004, 2003, 2002). 
• Top 50 in Sales & President’s Club, William E. Wood and Associates Realtors, out of 650+ agents for 

largest real estate company in Southeastern Virginia. (2004). 
• Sales Rookie of the Year for Greater Hampton Roads Realtor Association, the regional association 

governing the over 5000+ realtors in the five cities of southeastern Virginia. (2002). 
• Sales Rookie of the Year, William E. Wood and Associates Realtors. (2002) Top new sales agent. 
• Top Sales Performer, The Virginian-Pilot (Aug.-Sept. 1999). First-place in contest among all company’s 

retail account executives that focused on quantity and quality of long-term sales over a two-month period. 
Had an 84% increase in revenue, resulting in over $200,000 in new long-term revenue. 

• Second place, Song of the Year Competition (2002), Gospel Music Association (GMA) Eastern Region, 
for song on professional gospel album recorded at Sony Music Studios, New York, NY. 

• Front page article, The Virginian-Pilot newspaper Daily Break (Features section). (2001). 
 
 

 


